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March 14, 2018 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is my pleasure to recommend Dr. Mary O’Connor as a TEDMED2018 speaker and comment on your 
questions regarding her qualifications and topic. 
 
I have known Dr. O’Connor through her work on musculoskeletal health disparities and have twice been 
a keynote speaker at the Movement is Life National Caucus Addressing Musculoskeletal Health 
Disparities. I have heard Dr. O’Connor speak at these events. She delivers her messages with clarity and 
passion.  
 
Mary’s qualifications are numerous. She has extensive personal experience as an orthopedic surgeon in 
treating patients who suffer from disparate care. She has researched and published on the topic and held 
numerous leadership roles in orthopedic professional societies. Moreover, she has lead the Movement is 
Life Executive Committee from its beginning and the growth and productivity of this organization is 
impressive.   
 
The value of Dr. O’Connor’s topic, Movement is both Life and a key to ending musculoskeletal health 
disparities, is timely and targeted. We must address disparities in healthcare. The value of elevating 
movement to address chronic illness cannot be understated. More importantly, movement as therapy is 
an idea which can be readily in our healthcare system. We must learn how to do more with existing 
resources.  
 
I enthusiastically support Dr. Mary O’Connor’s nomination for TEDMED2018. She is a fantastic speaker 
and the message is of utmost importance to clinicians. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Ansell, MD, MPH 
Senior Vice President and Associate Provost, Community Health Equity 
Rush University Medical Center 

 

David Ansell, MD, MPH 
Rush University Medical Center 
Senior Vice President, Community Health Equity 
Rush University 
Associate Provost, Community Health Equity 
The Michael E. Kelly, MD, Presidential Professor 

http://www.rush.edu/

